
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Hartbeat 

The first week in September ushered in 

a new era for the Baptist Seminary of 

Chile’s Regional Institute here in Arica. 

For the last several years, the Institute 

has had very low enrollment 

(sometimes only two students) and 

hasn’t generated much interest from 

local churches.   

An idea from one of our Brazilian co-

workers has turned that around. He 

proposed that we turn leadership over 

to the associational WMU and focus on 

trying to enroll women in the program. 

Instead of offering classes at night 

when women are busy at home, we 

decided to offer classes in the morning 

during the time when kids are in school 

but local businesses aren’t open.  

The change in the program has been 

incredible. Enrollment is up and classes 

are going really well! Blake’s Christian 

Ethics class has about eighteen 

students—that’s nine times the number 

of students enrolled last year!  

As a part of my efforts to get to know 

more women in the region (it’s much 

easier to involve them in the work I do if 

I know them), I enrolled in classes at the 

Institute. I didn’t really know what to 

expect as the classes are in Spanish 

and I’ve never taken a seminary-type 

Empowering Women in Ministry     

  

 

Just because we live in 

Chile doesn’t mean we 

can’t stay in touch! Feel 

free to email, Skype, or 

call us anytime. 

 

bhart@thefellowship.info 

Skype ID: blakebekah 

678-372-5020 

Sandra and Sonia, two of the 

women that help run the 

Seminary Institute 

 

Special prayer 

requests: 

 
• The children at the 

group foster home 

here in Arica.  

 Classes at the Biblical 

formation center and 

the theological 

institute.  

 That we are able to 

finish all the work in 

our new house before 

Silas arrives.  

 

class before. I’ve seen Blake’s 

excitement as he chooses books and 

plans classes and I was curious about 

what it would be like.  

I’ve been pleased by how much I’m 

enjoying classes—especially Blake’s. It’s 

nice to get to be a part of something 

that is so important to him and it’s 

great to get to see him do what I now 

know he was born to do!  

The other classes I’m taking are also 

going really well. It’s great to be 

learning alongside the women of our 

region. They’re all really patient with 

me when I have to have something as 

simple as “hombre del saco” (the 

boogeyman) explained to me in the 

middle of our class on teaching 

children. 

In a place where educational 

opportunities are limited, I’m grateful 

that we get to have a part in changing 

that. In a place where women are 

often overlooked, I’m grateful we’re a 

part of including them and embracing 

the gifts they bring to the table.  

--Bekah 

Celebrating our first 

18 de septiembre 
(Chilean 

Independence Day) 

with a traditional 

asado (cook out). 

mailto:bhart@thefellowship.info


 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

For quite a while now Bekah has been going once or twice a week to work at the 

children’s home, CONIN. It’s been a good, but hard, ministry for her. I’ve seen her 

struggle as she hears the stories of these children and as she tries to minister to 

them, showing them love, grace, and peace. For many of them, this is the first 

experience of loving care they have ever experienced.  

Experiencing the work at CONIN     

 
Our New Address: 

 

Blake & Bekah Hart 

Avenida España 3010 

Villa Industrial 

Arica, Chile 

South America 

 

If you’re receiving this via 

“snail mail” and would 

prefer to get it via email 

(or already get it via 

email), please let us know 

so we can update our list. 

Blake & Bekah Hart 

Avenida España 3010 

Villa Industrial 

Arica, Chile 

 

 

Contributions* can be 

sent to: 

PO Box 101699 

Atlanta, GA 30392 
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I’ve wanted to join her in her work for 

some time, but as is often the case, 

busy-ness leads to the death of many 

good intentions. Luckily, thanks to the 

week-long Fiestas Patrias (Celebration 

of Independence), I had some extra 

time on my hands and we decided it 

was time for me to visit the children.  

It was a trying, experience. Their 

misbehavior was frustrating. “Don’t bite 

her!” “Let go of his hair.” “Stop hitting 

her with that toy.”  

After a while, however, you begin to 

remember the reason for their 

misbehavior; sometimes its imitation of 

their role-models, others it’s simply a 

way to get attention. And then begins 

the slow work of teaching. “Hands are 

meant to show love, not hit.” “Mouths 

are for saying sweet things, not biting.”  

Then we hope and pray. We hope that 

the children will see the love of Christ 

through us, and that it will transform 

them and their experience. We also 

hope that God will show us ways to 

help heal families here in Arica, ways 

to make places like CONIN 

unnecessary. That is our hope.  

 --Blake 

 

*Please make checks 

payable to CBF with our 

names (Blake and Bekah 

Hart) in the memo line 

We’re having a boy!! 
Silas Jeremey is due December 2nd  


