
¡Feliz Navidad y Año Nuevo!  
 
These past two months have been very busy as we settle 
into our new home and ministry. Blake has preached 
twice at one of the churches in Arica and will do so again 
at another church in January. His preaching Spanish 
improves with each sermon and he seems to be gaining 
confidence in his ability to write and preach in another 
language. He has worked hard during December to get 
our car titled, registered and tagged so we can actually 
take it out of our driveway. The process was a challenge, 
but he had the capable help of one of our new friends.  

Bekah has been teaching first and second grade Sunday 
school for the month of December. She’s enjoyed 
working with kids again, but it’s a challenge to 
communicate things that typically come naturally: “Sit in 
your chair,” “Don’t kick your neighbor, “Stop talking,” 
etc. It gets better every week, but she’s still glad she only committed to the one month. Aside from that, she has taken 
up cross-stitching and trying to keep up with our new rescue puppy. 

Most of our time right now is spent getting to know local pastors and church members. It’s common for us to have 
guests in our home five times a week, which is great! It makes cooking in this heat much more worthwhile than if it was 
for just the two of us. Having people in our home and visiting in theirs is how we’re learning the culture and language. 
We’ve met with teachers at a language institute and hope to start formal Spanish classes in February. We were 
pleasantly surprised to learn that they’re believers as well and have been looking for communion with other Christians. 
We’re learning not to be surprised with who God puts in our path.  

For the last month we’ve also been hosting university students in our home on Saturday nights. We play games, eat junk 
food and stay up late—it’s fun, but exhausting. Eventually, we’d like to start a Bible study with them. We’ve talked to 
them about it and they’re really into the idea. It’s getting towards the end of the semester now, though, so we’re going 
to hold off for a little while longer.  

This Christmas season we decided to do our own advent wreath, as a way to keep some of our traditions alive. Being far 
removed from those we love and the culture we know has served to remind us of what Christmas is really about. Christ 
came and dwelt among us. Christ comes every day to live within those who believe and manifest himself through them 
to the world. Christ will one day come and establish the Kingdom here on earth as it is in heaven. Advent is the season 
that reminds us of that.  

As we’ve celebrated Advent here, it has led us to see how Christ has come in those who have been so helpful to us, how 
Christ is coming in the lives of those with whom we are ministering, and how there is the hopeful anticipation of how 
Christ will come in the work we are planning on doing. May God bless you all throughout this Christmas season and into 
the New Year! From our hearts to yours, we wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  
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