
 
 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

many different places and to meet so 

many brothers and sisters in Christ. We 

are always amazed at how God uses 

people we meet to encourage us on 

our journey.  

We’re also amazed at how generous 

people are when they hear of the work 

we’ll be doing. We are very grateful to 

all of our friends, old and new, for 

blessing us so richly over the last several 

months.  

-Bekah 

The Hartbeat 

Visiting Chile 

 
For the first two weeks of 2011 we had 

the privilege of visiting Chile, our soon-

to-be home. It was a fantastic 

experience!  

We arrived in Santiago early on 

January 2, and spent our first 3 days 

there. We were able to worship at First 

Baptist Santiago on Sunday, meet with 

the leaders of the mission branch of 

UBACH (Chilean Baptist Union) on 

Monday, and visit the beautiful coastal 

cities of Valparaiso and Viña del Mar 

on Tuesday.  

After that we flew up to Arica, the city 

where we’ll live. We met with church 

members, traveled through the Andes 

Mountains, visited mission work in Peru, 

and saw all the various places where 

we’ll be ministering when we move to 

Chile. It was amazing!  

To end our trip, we attended UBACH’s 

Annual Assembly in Calama. There we 

were introduced to the Union and 

were able to meet pastors from all over 

Chile. We had a great time, and we 

can’t wait to go back!!! 

-Blake 

 

Greetings!! We are very pleased to be 

mailing out our first print newsletter to 

you, our supporters and friends. After 

spending the first two weeks of the 

New Year in Chile, we finally feel like 

we have something to write about!  

Prior to our trip we spent most of our 

fall/winter on the road, speaking to 

churches about the work that we hope 

to be doing and trying to raise support 

for our ministry. We are thankful that we 

had the opportunity to share in so 

Greetings from the Harts! 

 

Want us to share 

with your church or 

organization about 

our ministry and 

experiences?  

 

Give us a call at:  

678-372-5020 or  

678-372-8899  

In front of the church in Arica 

 

Here we are (Bekah & 

Blake) with Marcelo—

the Chilean national  

missionary that we’ll 

be working with 

Special prayer 

requests: 

 
• That we can find more 

pledge partners in our 

ministry. 

• That we’ll be able to 

sort through our 

belongings in 

preparation to leave. 

• That Blake’s last 

semester of seminary 

will go well. 

 



 
 
 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

things, but most of it is because I 

absolutely dread the task ahead.  

 

After our visit, I have much more of 

a peace about it. I find myself 

walking around our apartment 

wondering what we can get rid of 

now to make it easier on us later. 

Meeting the people we’ll be 

ministering with and seeing the 

place where we’ll live have really 

helped me to value the work that 

we have to do here in order to get 

there.  

 

Our church has already scheduled 

a yard sale for April 16th so that we 

have a place to try and sell the 

majority of our things so that’s one 

less things we have to worry about. I 

look forward to seeing how God 

continues to piece this year of 

transitions together.  

-Bekah 
 

A little more peace about the task ahead 

The need for rural church planting 

Aymara believers herding their goats in the remote areas near 

Ticnamar, Chile. 

This is Arica, our soon-to-be new home!  

The day after we returned from our 

trip to Chile, I started a new job 

within CBF. I suppose it’s fitting 

since, one way or another, we’ll be 

spending most of 2011 “in 

transition.” When I think about how 

it’s all going to work out, I have to 

start backwards to keep from 

overwhelming myself. 

 

Our goal is to be ready to leave for 

Chile in late July or early August. In 

May, our apartment lease will be up 

and we’ll need to move out or pay 

astronomically high month-to-

month rent. This means that by May, 

we need to find a super cheap (or 

free) place to live. In order to move 

into a mission house, basement or 

spare bedroom, we need to get rid 

of most of our stuff by mid-to-late 

April.  

 

Before our visit I had been struggling 

with the thought of going through 

Imagine that you’re a farmer, living in a rural, secluded 

area. You’re also a believer in Christ, but there isn’t a  

church nearby. The nearest protestant gathering is in 

the closest city, a long drive away. But even going 

there you feel awkward; their culture and concerns are 

nothing like yours. Sure there are commonalities, but 

the differences are overwhelming. 

This is life for many Aymara believers. We met one such 

woman during our recent visit. While she and Marcelo  

spoke together she began crying because she would 

be unable to attend the Baptist Indigenous 

Conference in Southern Chile. It would have been one 

of a few opportunities for her to gather and worship 

with people who have a culture and faith like hers.  

Clearly the need is great for rural church plants. There 

is a need for leaders to plant and lead churches that 

are indigenous and offer a place of fellowship and 

community to rural believers who are completely cut 

off from society. Pray for us, please, as we go to this 

area in Chile. Pray that God will call indigenous leaders 

in the church, and that God will help us learn the best 

methods for starting and sustaining churches in such 

remote areas.  

-Blake 
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our possessions and tagging them as 

“give, trash, take, sell or store.” Part of 

it is because I know it will be 

emotionally difficult to let go of some 
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Marcelo: Our new friend and partner in the harvest 

We talk about Marcelo a lot. We 

mention him in our blogs and prayer 

emails and we’ll be mentioning him 

in our newsletters, as well. To give a 

better picture of the kind of work 

we’ll be doing in Chile, we think we 

should probably tell you about the 

man we’ll be working with. 

 

Marcelo Ramirez is from Temuco, a 

city in southern Chile. He has 

worked with indigenous groups in 

Chile for about twenty years. He 

started out working with the 

Mapuche in the south. His 

grandfather was Mapuche, so 

Marcelo has more than just an 

emotional connection with 

indigenous people.  

 

About eleven years ago, while living 

in Temuco, he sensed God calling 

him and his family to move to the 

northern tip of Chile to minister to 

the Aymara. He and his wife 

packed up their four children and 

relocated to a place they’d never 

even visited before. A couple of 

years after they moved to Arica, his 

wife died of cancer, leaving him 

with two young children to raise. 

 

He could have given up on the work 

God called him to do because of this 

tragedy, but he didn’t. That’s not to 

say that raising two children, grieving 

Working with the Aymara is difficult—

both physically and emotionally. 

Aymara villages spring up wherever 

there is water, meaning that they are 

scattered all over the desert of Chile, 

Peru and Bolivia. Travel on the roads 

separating the villages is hard on him 

and his jeep. It takes about four hours 

for him to get to the most remote of 

the villages. He has relationships with 

believers in the villages now, but in 

the beginning they were very 

suspicious of him. His daughter says 

that they’ll be suspicious of us, as well, 

until we’ve proven to them that we 

don’t want to change their culture or 

study them for anthropological 

reasons. 

 

He tells us that he has been praying 

for help with the ministry to the 

Aymara for so long. He has seen 

missionaries go to the southern part of 

Chile, but comments that no one 

ever wants to work in the north. The 

work is hard and the land isn’t pretty. 

We know he’s right about the work, 

but we’ve already fallen in love with 

the land. 

-Bekah 

 

Marcelo playing Foosball 

outside of the church 

their mother and trying to minister to 

a forgotten people was easy. It 

wasn’t. Even now, with his two 

youngest children in college, it’s not 

easy.  

 

The ministry of presence 

When we think about what ministry is 

we often think about what we can 

do, or some goal we hope to 

achieve. Rarely do we think about 

how much ministry is done simply by 

our presence. There are two 

experiences from our recent trip that 

highlight this truth for me. 

 

Shortly after one of the services  at 

the Chilean Baptist Union’s assembly, 

Bekah and I were sitting in our seats 

when a Pastor came up to us; with 

tears in his eyes he hugged us, 

thanking us for our example, our 

willingness to come and serve in 

Chile. On the last day of the 

meeting, this same pastor 

approached us requesting a picture 

with us. We never spoke in depth 

with him nor did we share a meal 

with him, but something about our 

presence deeply touched him.  

 

I also keep thinking about our time 

with Marcelo. He frequently 

lamented that missionaries always 

go to the south, leaving northern 

Chile neglected. He spoke of how 

he responded to the idea of a 

couple coming to help him in his 

ministry; he would love it but who in 

the world would want to do that? He 

would then tell us about how when 

he first came to Arica he prayed that 

God would send a team to share in 

the work. This history coupled with 

the many times Marcelo teared up 

while praying over our new team 

reminds me once again of how 

powerful the ministry of presence is. 

 

This doesn’t mean that all we will do 

is sit around and eat with people, 

but it is a reminder of how much 

being with people matters. We North 

Americans easily fall into the trap of 

saying that our success is measured 

by what we do. Perhaps statistics 

aren’t the best measure of success. 

Maybe the relationships we cultivate 

are the better gauge. There aren’t 

many instances in the New 

Testament where numbers 

and statistics take priority. There are, 

however, many stories of people 

being transformed by Jesus because 

he was present with those the world 

had completely forgotten about.  

-Blake 

 

Here we are with the pastor so 

touched by our presence. 



 
 

      

 

 

 
 

 

# of partners 

needed

Monthly Pledge 

Amount Total

5 200.00$                12,000.00$ 

10 100.00$                12,000.00$ 

15 50.00$                  9,000.00$    

60 25.00$                  18,000.00$ 

50 10.00$                  6,000.00$    

57,000.00$ TOTAL

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

First of all, thank you for your many prayers and gifts that you have already shared 

with us. It is such a blessing to have so many people supporting us.  

Financial Report: Empowering the ministry to succeed 

 
Blake & Bekah Hart 

3155 Flowers Road South 

Apt. H 

Atlanta, GA 30341 

Phone: 

(678) 372-5020 

 

E-Mail: 

bhart@thefellowship.info  

Web Site: 

thehartbeat.wordpress.com 

 

Blake & Bekah Hart 

3155 Flowers Rd. South 

Apt. H 

Atlanta, GA 30341 

 

 

Contributions* can be 

sent to: 

PO Box 101699 

Atlanta, GA 30392 

As you can see on the pie chart, 

however, we still have a ways to 

go in our fundraising for our first 

year’s budget. We have reached 

our first milestone of having 3-

months-worth of cash “in hand”. 

Thank you all so much for making 

that possible. We are at the point 

now where we need to raise the 

rest of our support through 

pledges and/or one-time gifts.  

$56,281.95 may seem daunting, but if we can enlist monthly partners in the 

ministry it will be possible. The following chart shows that no pledge is too small 

to make a difference. 

Please, prayerfully consider how 

much you, your family, your 

Sunday School Class, or your 

church can pledge! We need 

partners to help make possible our 

ministry with the Aymara.  

*Please make checks 

payable to CBF with our 

names (Blake and Bekah 

Hart) in the memo line 

mailto:bhart@thefellowship.info

